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Arenaria shennongjiaensis, a new species of the
Caryophyllaceae from Hubei, China
'SHEN Ze-Hao °ZHAO Zi-En

!(College of Environmental Sciences and Key Laboratory for Earth Surface Processes of the Ministry of Education,
Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)
(Wuhan Botanical Garden, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract Arenaria shennongjiaensis Z. E. Zhao & Z. H. Shen, a new species of the
Caryophyllaceae from Shennongjia, Hubei, China, is described and illustrated. It is related to
A. giraldii (Diels) Mattf. in having fusiform root, and petals tooth-like lobed, but differs by
having stem with one line of glandular hairs, and petals tooth-like 4-lobed, with the lobes
being 2-lobulate.
Key words Arenaria, Arenaria shennongjiaensis Z. E. Zhao & Z. H. Shen, Caryophyllaceae,
new species, Hubei, China.
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Arenaria shennongjiaensis Z. E. Zhao & Z. H. Shen, sp. nov. Fig. 1
Species affinis A. giraldii (Diels) Mattf., a qua differt caule ad omnes nodos dichotomo,
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Fig. 1. Arenaria shennongjiaensis Z. E. Zhao & Z. H. Shen. A, habit; B, flower; C, petal; D, stamens; E, stem (enlarged);
F, glandular hairs; G, root system. Drawn by Y. B. Sun from the type gathering, Z. H. Shen, Z. E. Zhao 8594.
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unifariam glanduloso-puberulo, petalis 4-lobatis, lobis apice 2-lobulatis.

Herba gracilis 8-35 c¢cm alta. Tuber fusiforme singulum, 5-20 mm longum, 1.5-4 mm
diam. Caulis 1 vel 2-3 fasciculatus, ad omnes nodos dichotomus, 1-fariam purpureo-bruneo-
glanduloso-puberulus. Folia uniformia, lineari-lanceolata, 0.6-6.5 cm longa, 1.5-10 mm lata,
apice acuta, basi attenuata, glabra, sessilia. Flos singularis, terminalis, 1-1.2 cm diam.
Pedicellus purpureo-brunneo-glanduloso-puberulus. Sepala 5, lanceolata, 3.5-4.5 mm longa,
0.8 mm lata, viridia, extus purpureo-bruneo-glanduloso-puberula, apice acuta, margine alba,
membranacea; petala 5, purpureo-caerulea, obovato-cuneiformia, 8-10 mm longa, 3.5-4 mm
lata, 4-lobata, lobis apice 2-lobulatis. Stamina 10; filamenta 4-7 mm longa, alba, apice
purpureo-caerulea; antherae 1 mm longae, caerulea. Ovarium ovoideum, 1 mm longum,
viridulum. Styli 2, albi, 2.5 mm longi. Capsula ovoidea, 3.5-4 mm longa, 3 mm diam.

China. Hubei ( ): Shennongjia ( ), Shennongjia Forest District ( ),
Jinsiyanya ( ), alt. 2850 m, 2001-07-12, Z. H. Shen ( ), Z. E. Zhao ( )
8594 (holotype, HIB; isotype, PE); the same locality, 2002-08-26, Z. E. Zhao ( ) 8658
(PE).
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